GERMAN   AMERICANS
In painful contrast to all the above societies and
organizations I now come to the one which gets the
biggest newspaper headlines these days—to "der
American Fiihrer," Fritz Lieber Kuhn, his German-
American Bund, his Nazi " Storm Troopers/' and his
alleged 200,000 adherents. I think 20,000 would be a
truer total, but, whatever their number, they are not
nice little boys by any American standard. Apart from
their non-proven smearing of synagogues with swas-
tikas, their hatred and persecution of American
Hebrew fellow-citizens, the bad taste in the United
States of their military uniforms, parades, heils, and
Nazi salutes, they publish at 178 East 8jth Street, in
Yorkville, which is also headquarters for their national
organization, a sheet called the Deutscher Weckruf, and
intelligent, and definitely of skilled mechanic and artisan type.
From an idealistic Melting Pot standpoint the most important of
all German-American organizations is probably the Steuben
Society, whose national headquarters are in Lexington Towers, on
Lexington Avenue, with Theodore H. Hoffmann as National Chair-
man. It is devoted to the support of the Constitution of the United
States, quickening the spirit of sound Americanism, protecting
political liberty by keeping it free from all foreign influences, main-
taining an honest equality of citizenship, regardless of birth,
origin, or religion. Doing a splendid, somewhat parallel work from
Philadelphia is the Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation, for the de-
velopment of cultural relations between the United States and Ger-
many, co-operating directly with American universities and col-
leges. Its honorary President is Jacob Gould Schurman. Its Presi-
dent is Ferdinand Thun, the textile and steel magnate. The
Travellers Aid Society, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, the Association for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children,
the Sick and Death Benefit Society, the Legal Aid Society, the
famous Glee Club Singers, were all originally founded by Germans,
They have outgrown their origins, and are purely American now.
There are over a thousand German clubs and societies in Greater
New York. Other club-houses in Yorkville are the New York
Liederkranz, Kreutzer Hall, Mozart Hall, Franziskauer, German-
American A.C., Austria Hall, German Labour Temple.
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